Chapter 3

Why Blood Sacrifice?


Adam and Eve were created with a type of blood flowing inside of them that was able to sustain their lives forever. God created them with everlasting life.1 When He breathed life into them, God gave them the type of flesh and blood that would never die -- His blood, His eternal life-giving blood.  

Not being a despot, God also created them with “free will,” the ability to choose whether they would love and obey God or reject Him through disobedience. God is not a puppetmaster or dictator. He wanted Adam and Eve to love Him freely -- to choose to love Him, just as He wants us to choose to love Him of our own free will -- our own desire for Him. 

We see evidence of this free will when God speaks to Adam telling him, “You can eat from any tree in the garden, except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat from that tree, you will surely die.” We know that Adam relayed this message to Eve when we read Genesis 3:1-3 (NLT):
1The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the LORD God had made. One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” 2“Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. 3“It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘you must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’”

My friend, you know the rest of the story: Eve was enticed by the serpent (the devil) and chose to eat the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, as did Adam (Genesis 3:6-7). In doing so, they disobeyed God, and sin entered the world. Sin entered a perfect world where there was no shame, no fear, no sadness, no worry. It was a world where Adam and Eve enjoyed intimate fellowship with God and each other. Everything was perfect until they chose to disobey God. 

Their sin, their disobedience, put a barrier between themselves and God. It was a spiritual barrier, a wall of separation. Sin now separates us from a holy, sinless God. That’s what sin is -- a separator -- not only separating us from God but also from one other. 

Many people think the introduction of sin into the world was the woman’s fault, but don’t go putting all the blame on Eve -- no, no, no. Where do you think Adam was? He was right there beside her, watching and listening to the conversation (Genesis 3:6). He could have and should have stepped right in as her protector and said, “Eve, God told us that we will die if we eat that fruit. Don’t let that sly, cunning snake fool you.”  He could have said that, but he didn’t, did he? They both knew that the consequences of their sin would lead to death, and they both made the choice to disobey God. To argue about whose fault it was in bringing sin into this word is pointless, because they both disobeyed God. 
When God confronted Adam about his sin, he tried to blame it on Eve. And in trying to put the blame on his wife, he unknowingly created an invisible separation between the two of them. They now would not only experience separation from God and the intimacy they shared with Him but also the separation from one other and the complete trust they once had. All this was due to their own selfish actions -- their sin.

Adam and Eve got exactly what their actions deserved -- death. The questions before us now are how did they, and how can we, return to a state of fellowship with God? How can our sin be purged so that we can regain a position of right standing before Almighty God? 

These questions are ultimately the issue for every single human being to confront. Like Adam and Eve, we all have sinned, we’ve all done wrong, and we all must ask these same vital questions: how can we return to a state of fellowship with God, and how can our sins be forgiven and the death penalty be removed?  
The answer is that something or someone must give up their life, must give up their life’s blood and die in order to pay for man’s sin. Sin puts man under a death penalty, both a literal physical death and a spiritual death, that separates us from a Holy God. The only way to remove this death penalty is for someone or something to give up their life, to pour out their blood in order for us to live.2

My friend, in order to understand why Jesus Christ shed His blood for our sins, we must understand why the consequence of sin is so severe. I came across a post in an online forum that I believe gives a great explanation of why sin is such a big deal to God, so big that He would require blood sacrifice.
I heard a parenting expert say once that you have to fit the seriousness of a consequence to the seriousness of the child's infraction. If you punish breaking a toy the same way that you punish bloodying another child's nose, it sends a very skewed message about the relative worth of the other child, that the toy is as important as the child. I would say that this falls into the same sort of category: we need to understand how serious our rebellion is.
…I'll use an analogy…You would not want Anthony Sowell to be able to kill 11 or more women without consequence: it would mean that their lives had no value. 
When you do something like that, there has to be a sacrifice, whether it is giving up control of your life to spend the rest of it in a cage or the death penalty. 
The thing is, God weighs all of our sins the same. All of them are a rebellion against Him. And all of them come out of the corruption of our hearts, which He wants to be pure. So, to Him, all our sins require that level of atonement.3
Sin really is a big issue with God, no matter how large or small we perceive it to be. He loves us so much, and it pains Him when sin separates us from Him. When we sin, it means we have chosen to reject God. It means that there is something within our hearts that desires to do evil above obeying God. That is a serious issue that deserves our utmost attention; if we die in our sins, we will be separated from God for all eternity in a place of eternal damnation. The Bible calls this place the lake of fire that burns forever and ever. 

My friend, hell is a real place reserved for the devil and his angels. God never intended for any human being to go there. It is our choice. We can choose to obey God -- to love and follow Him -- or we can choose to disobey God -- to live our lives apart from Him. If we choose a life separated from God, doing our own thing, making our own choices, we will get exactly what our actions deserve -- eternal punishment separated forever from God in a place of inexhaustible torment called hell.

Friend, that is why sin is such a serious issue. The consequence of it is death. Adam and Eve received the penalty of death, just as we have because of our own sin. The atonement for death requires blood. The only way to atone for sin -- to remove the death penalty -- is through the sacrifice of life-sustaining blood. Only blood can atone for blood. Life-sustaining blood must be sacrificed in order to pay the penalty of death, because the life is in the blood. Without the blood, there is no life.

Hebrews 9:22b (NIV) tells us, “…For without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness (of sin).” The King James Version uses the word “remission,” which means forgiveness for sin -- a discharge or release from a penalty. The Amplified Bible puts it this way: “22[In fact] under the Law almost everything is purified by means of blood, and without the shedding of blood there is neither release from sin and its guilt nor the remission of the due and merited punishment for sins.”

This requirement of blood for atonement of sin is God’s idea. He instituted it. Les Feldick writes in a commentary entitled Questions and Answers from the Bible:

…Without the shedding of blood there has never been any forgiveness of sin. You go right back to the Garden of Eden and Adam and Eve had sinned and were expelled and what’s the first thing that God does to restore them? He kills the animals. It was a blood sacrifice.
David Reagan explains it in practical terms in his article written for learnthebible.org (answering the question of why God requires a blood sacrifice):

Life must be purchased with life. That life is the life that is in the blood… Life and blood are interchangeable in this sense.
Blood pays for blood. Blood pays for life. Life pays for blood.
Blood is the divinely chosen currency for life because life is in the blood… When we look at the death of Christ on the cross, we find that His blood is a key factor in…our salvation.

During the time of Moses, God instituted clear and specific ways that His people were to make this blood offering. These details can be found in Leviticus 4 (see appendix for more notes). God Himself clearly states in Leviticus 17:10-14 that the life of the body is in the blood. Let’s read verses 11 and 14 (NLT):
11for the life of the body is in its blood. I have given you the blood on the altar to purify you, making you right with the Lord. It is the blood, given in exchange for a life that makes purification possible. 14The life of every creature is in its blood. 


Until Jesus came to earth, the only way to obtain forgiveness of sin and return to a right relationship with God was through the blood sacrifice of an animal. The animal’s blood represented its life. The animal had to die and give up its blood -- its life -- to pay for the sins of man. Yet an animal alone could never completely restore our relationship with God, because it does not contain a vital element -- the soul. 
1	 Genesis 2:16-17


2	 Romans 6:23


3	 Username:bagicide, Answer Bag (November 17th, 2009), http://www.answerbag.com/q_view/1817435


�	 Les Feldick, Questions and Answers from the Bible, www. LesFeldick.org.


�	 David Reagan, Learn the Bible, http://www.learnthebible.org.


�	test





1
6

