
W
hen w

e are facing personal crisis, w
e often feel totally

alone. N
o one in the w

orld, it seem
s, has gone through w

hat

w
e are going through. There is no place to turn for com

fort. 

W
e feel abandoned by the very ones w

e think should be the

m
ost supportive. M

ost of all, w
e feel abandoned by G

od.

O
ur readings today rem

ind us that even in the m
ost 

difficult and trying situations, G
od is w

ith us. There can be 

no better exam
ples of people w

ho trium
phed over adversity 

and held on to G
od’s prom

ises than A
bram

, P
aul and 

Jesus. W
e too are called to live as they did, in hopeful 

expectation as w
e aw

ait the outcom
e of G

od’s prom
ises.

A
bram

 w
as called by G

od to leave his hom
eland w

ith 

his fam
ily. H

e becam
e prosperous, yet still felt cheated 

because he had no heir. G
od did not seem

 to have kept the 

prom
ise. H

e quickly began to blam
e G

od for his condition. 

B
ut G

od took him
 outside of him

self and said. "Y
our 

descendants w
ill num

ber the stars."

A
nd A

bram
 say that he really w

as blessed.  W
hen the 

insecurities crept back in, once m
ore G

od renew
ed the 

covenantal agreem
ent betw

een them
. G

od even gave 

A
bram

 a ritual that w
ould sym

bolize w
hat w

ould happen if 

either broke the agreem
ent.  "M

ay I be split open and left to 

die," G
od is saying to A

bram
, "if I do not keep the prom

ises I



have m
ade to you today." A

bram
 had little reason to believe

w
hat G

od said. Y
et he trusted in a prom

ise so outrageous 

that it w
as beyond belief.

D
o w

e ever stand in A
bram

’s place – called and chosen

as G
od’s ow

n chosen people as w
e are? D

o w
e com

plain 

that the w
orld ow

es us a living? D
o w

e expect things to go 

our w
ay w

ithout any effort? D
o w

e think sim
ply because w

e 

are C
hristians that G

od w
ill m

ake everything easy? A
re w

e 

resentful w
hen our expectations are not fulfilled? D

oes it 

suddenly becom
e G

od’s problem
 to fix and sort out our 

m
essy lives?

It is easy – in fact, utterly hum
an – to refuse to take 

responsibility for our actions. Y
et w

hen w
e open ourselves 

up as A
bram

 did and allow
 G

od to take us outside of our 

stunted selves and see the stars in all their glory, then w
e 

can look at life in a bigger w
ay. W

e know
 how

 blessed w
e 

are. A
nd how

 unw
orthy of that w

onderful call!  A
nd if w

e 

forget again, then G
od rem

inds us again. G
od calls us out 

of the darkness as he called A
bram

. G
od helps us to 

w
restle w

ith our private dem
ons. G

od graces us and w
e 

begin to trust the prom
ises again.

A
nd then there is P

aul. P
aul w

as w
riting to the 

P
hilippians from

 prison. In the m
idst of his ow

n personal 



struggle and deprivation, he w
anted to reassure them

 so 

that they w
ould continue in spite of all the problem

s and 

hardships they faced. P
hilippian society w

as decadent. 

They lived at a tim
e of excess. They w

ere a people 

obsessed w
ith sexuality. They overused their resources. 

They searched for m
eaning in a m

eaningless existence. 

P
aul dem

ands of them
 a quality of life, a higher purpose 

that w
ill give m

eaning and direction to their lives. H
e calls 

on them
 to live their beliefs. If they believe that G

od is 

building a kingdom
 of love through C

hrist, they w
ill live 

loving lives that that refuse to condone the society in w
hich 

they live. They w
ill not live their lives focused on instant 

gratification, but w
ill seek inner peace and spiritual grow

th.

W
e all seek m

odels in our lives to im
itate and lifestyles 

to copy. In our m
aterialistic society it is easy to m

ake 

choices that kill the soul. O
ur choice as C

hristians is crucial,

for w
e are called to em

ulate C
hrist. Jesus’ path w

as one of 

suffering and death. D
o w

e ever w
onder w

hy our paths 

should be so sm
ooth and our

w
ay so easy? W

hile w
e claim

 to follow
 Jesus, m

ost of us 

find little in our journey through life that resem
bles suffering 

or sacrifice for the sake of others.  H
ow

 do w
e proclaim

 

G
od’s love?



A
nd then there is Jesus. "G

et aw
ay from

 here," the 

P
harisees w

arn him
, "for H

erod w
ants to kill you." Jesus 

often reacts to "daily new
s" item

s such as this one. H
is 

parables and stories are a response to real events going on 

in real peoples’ lives. H
e lived in the real w

orld and knew
 

and responded to the current political situation. E
ven in the 

face of personal danger he did not back dow
n.

"G
o and tell that fox w

hat you see happening!" he tells 

them
. A

nd he gives them
 a hint of w

hat is to com
e. Jesus 

journeys under a divine im
perative. H

e w
ill not stop his 

m
inistry w

hen threatened by the pow
er of the Jew

ish 

authorities, those of P
alestine, or even those of R

om
e.

M
uch as Jesus is concerned w

ith his m
ission, he is 

even m
ore concerned for the spiritual w

elfare of hum
anity. 

A
s a m

other hen gathers her young under her w
ings, so he 

yearns for their spiritual w
ell being. Y

earns so m
uch, in fact,

that he w
ill face death on the cross to accom

plish it.

H
ow

 do each of us live out our call in the real w
orld? It 

takes courage to stand up for w
hat w

e believe. O
ur faith is 

of little effect unless w
e are w

illing to deal w
ith the painful 

realities of daily living. W
e have an obligation to proclaim

 

G
od's love in a real and tangible w

ay. H
ow

 do w
e go begin 

to w
ork for a society that is just and equitable? D

o w
e have 

the courage to stand up for w
hat w

e believe? A
re w

e 

speaking out about injustice and lies by our leaders? A
re w

e

helping those w
ho are ill-treated in our w

orld?

The struggle to bring peace and justice into the w
orld is

a sign that G
od’s sheltering w

ings em
brace us. M

ay w
e 

know
 the com

fort and grace of G
od on our Lenten journey. 

A
nd m

ay w
e offer that em

brace to others. A
m

en.


