And when they finished their prayer before the CAUSE, they
comforted that king, speaking to his heart, quote: “The
CAUSE, our Gop and our ancestors' Gob, whose name and
might you made known,* will be your helping shield.* And
THEY will show you the fall of this evil enemy, when the
CAUSE our GOD avenges vengeance, avenging the children of
Israel. And may the CAUSE be with you!*” And you will dwell
with us wherever is good in your eyes.®" And Uzziah came
and received him in his home, and made him a great feast.
And after that all the people gathered and prayed all night,
asking for help from the CAUSE.

And the very next day, Eliforni commanded to go to war on
them. And the infantry soldiers of a hundred and twenty
thousand men, and the cavalry twelve thousand, gathered
together with great force and a strong hand* against the
children of Israel. And when the children of Israel saw their
myriads, they sat on the earth and brought ash on their
heads,” and the children of Israel cried out to the CAUSE" to
save them from their enemies.” And they took their
weapons and sat in the narrow paths in which were the way
to the mountain, and guarded them day and night. And
Eliforni in his going around the mountain found the
channels of water which were outside the city, and
commanded to uproot and to pull down and to destroy and
to overthrow* them. And the soldiers of the army came to
the king, saying to him that the children of Israel do not
trust in spear nor bow nor arrow - rather the high mountains
and all the hills strengthen them. As for you, so that you may
overcome them without a war-camp, set, yes, set guardians
on the water-springs so they cannot bring up water from
them. And you kill them through thirst without a sword, or
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they will hand the city to you out of thirst. And the matter
was good in the eyes of the king™ and before all his
generals, and he set centurions around the water-springs.

And thirty days after he set this watch, the water was lacking
from the cisterns and from the canals for all the residents of
Jerusalem, and the people thirsted for water. And the
children of Israel gathered against Uzziah, all the men and
women, boys and lads together, all speaking as one, quote:
"GoD judge between us and you, for you have done us
wrong, and withheld us from answering before the king!
Thus Gob will hand us over to their hands, and none will
help, and we will fall before their eyes from great
dehydration. And now, let us hand ourselves wholeheartedly
over to the king. Is it not better for us to serve the CAUSE and
be slaves to Eliforni than die of thirst, and be a reproach to
all flesh® upon seeing us, our sons and daughters dead
before us? We call the heavens and earth to witness today, *
and the Gob of our ancestors who accounts for our sins, that
you will immediately and quickly hand the city over to the
hand of the enemy's force, and we will quickly die by the
sword!”

44 Esther2:4
45 Isaiah 66:24
46 Deuteronomy 4:26
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And as they heard the cry of the children of Israel, all the
generals of Israel's armies cried a great and bitter cry*” and
wept great weeping® in the Palace. And they cried to the
Cause with one voice, saying: "We have sinned with our
ancestors, we have done iniquity, we have done evil'* Go,
do not silence yourself, do not hush, do not be quiet, Dery!
For behold, YOUR enemies growl, and YOUR foes raise theiur
heads! Against YOUR people they craft conspiracy, counsel
against YOUR treasured ones. They said, ‘Let's annihilate
them as a nation, that the name of Israel no longer be
remembered.’ For they counseled together, cutting a deal

against You!*°

Please, DEITY, MOTHERLY FATHER, have mercy on YOUR people
and on YOUR inheritance, and do not turn YOUR covenant
children over to the hand of the people that do not know
You. Why should the nations say ‘where is their Gop?”" In
YOUR great glory, destroy those rising against You!* Make
them like Midian, like Sisera and Jabin in the Kishon river.
They were exterminated at En-dor, like dung for the field. Set
their great men like Oreb and Zeeb, like Zebah and

Zalmunna all their princes."*?

And when they finished all the crying and weeping, Uzziah

stood, his eyes flowing with tears, and said to them, "Be

strong and courageous in your heart,”

my brothers! We will
yet acquire mercy from the CAUSE, in five more days; perhaps
the Cause will turn back THER raging anger® and grant
honor to THEIR name. And if after five days the CAUSE does

not save us, we will do as you have spoken.”

And upon hearing these matters, Judith the widow,

47 Genesis 27:34
48 Judges 21:2
49 Psalm 106:6
50 Psalm 83:2-6
51 Psalm79:10
52 Exodus 15:7
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53 Psalm 83:10-12, citing multiple earlier Biblical passages. For Sisera and Jabin at Kishon see Judges 4 and 5. For the four princes of

Midian see Judges 7 and 8.
54 Psalm 31:25
55 Jeremiah 30:24



daughter of Beeri,”® was very reverent of the CAusE. Judith
made herself in the attic of her house a small room to pray
in, and stayed there with her girls. And she afflicted her soul
with fasting®” all the days of her life; and she was a very
beautiful woman. And Judith had found grace in the eyes of
all who saw her,” for she was reverent of the CAUSE.

And when she heard that Uzziah had spoken to hand the city
over after five days, she sent to call for the priests Habri and
Carmi,” and they came to her. And Judith said to them,
"What is this thought-up matter that Uzziah thought to do,
to hand the city over into the hand of the enemy if our
salvation does not come within five days? And who are you,
that you have tried the CAUSE? Has THER faithfulness
disappeared forever® that you have set a border to THER
mercy and compassion, to set yourself a day per your
choice? Far be it from you to turn away from after the CAUSE!
For the mercies of the CAUSE have not ended, for THERR
compassions have not finished.®' Better to wait silently for
the CAUSE's salvation!®® For the MaSTER does not abandon
forever, but aggrieves then pardons per THER great
mercies.” In but a moment They may speak of a nation or
kingdom® and comfort from evil.*®

And now, come, let us return to the CAUSE,*® who is long-
suffering, and let us ask of THEM forgiveness and atonement
for this sin, in weeping and fasting, and to our Gop, who will
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56 In Septuagintal Judith 8:1 her father's name is Merari. Beeri is the name given to the father of Esau’s wife, also named Judith, in

Genesis 26:34.
57 Psalm 35:13
58 Esther2:15

59 Mentioned in Septuagintal Judith 6:15 as Chabris and Charmis, the rulers of the city of Bethulia along with Uzziah. Not referred to as

priests therein.
60 Psalm77:9
61 Lamentations 3:22
62 lamentations 3:26
63 Lamentations 3:31-32
64 Jeremiah 18:7
65 Jonah 4:2

° Some printings read -n& and P, both of which are obvious printers' errors.The verse in Hosea reads -9, and a& 7% is a

common phrase whereas 0a& P& is meaningless.



increase forgiving.” And a difficult time it is to Jacob, but
from it he will be saved.®® And just as our souls are panicked
from their arrogance, so too we will cheer and rejoice® in
our salvation. For we have not done evil like our ancestors,
who abandoned THEM and burned incense to other gods,”
which is why they were handed over to the sword and
captivity and shame and disgrace at their enemies’ hands.
And we know no other deity but our Gop - there is none but
THEM!" And THEY will reckon for our blood from the hand of
those rising against us, for the sake of THEIR name's glory.

And now, my brothers, you are the priests of the CAUSE, and
the soul of all THEIR people Israel relies on you. And you, be
strong and courageous in your heart,”” and the heart of all
Israel, saying to them that our ancestors were brought in
trial to try them if they truly love the CauSE their Gop. And
you, say to them that that Abraham our father stood in his
trial of the PLACE, and the CAuSE loved him. And so too Isaac
and Jacob and Moses and the rest of the ancestors were
found faithful before the CauSE via suffering. And all those
who did not stand in trial revering the CAUSE, but
complained before the CAust, were afflicted by the destroyer
and died in the plague of snakes. And now, understand and
see that just as a man rebukes his son, the CAUSE our Gob
rebukes us,” but does not give us to death,” for the sake of
THEIR great and awesome name.”

And Uzziah and the priests said to her, “All your words are
just, none of them perverse or crooked.” We have foolishly
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Some printings read 31321 "they have abandoned us" while others read 73921v "they have abandoned her," but this verse is a third-

person adaptation of 1121y "they have abandoned ME" and thus should be the third-person non-feminine singular 37321 "they

have abandoned THEM."
Isaiah 55:7

Hosea 6:1

Jeremiah 30:7

69 Isaiah 25:9

70 11Kings 22:17, Jeremiah 1:16
71 Deuteronomy 4:35

72 Psalm 31:25

73 Deuteronomy 8:5

74 Psalm 118:18
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done sin,” in setting a border for the CAUSE's salvation. And
so, plead on our behalf, for upright and reverent of the
CAUsE are you." And Judith said to them, "I will plead to the
Caust for your sake, so you too should plead to the Cause for
mine, to fulfill my plot that | have thought to do,”” to avenge
the vengeance of the children of Israel upon® the Greeks.

Now, at evening-time, stand at the gates of the city, and |
will go out - me and my maid with me - at night. And you,
do not interrogate of me where | am going, rather, always
let your prayers be in your mouths to the CAUSE, GoD of
Israel, to account for THEIR people for THEIR name’s honor's
sake." And Uzziah said to her, “Go in peace, and may the Gob
of Israel grant your request that you have asked of THEM. And
may the CAUSE be with you, to avenge us from our enemies,

amen!"”’

75 Proverbs 8:8

76 Numbers 12:11

77 Jeremiah 18:8

78 Numbers 31:2

°°°  Some printings read 07103, a printers’ error.
79 1Samuel 1:17
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And Judith went into her room and donned sack and ashes
and put dust on her head and bowed down to the CAUSE and
spilled out her soul in fast and weeping and prayer before
the Cause. And thus she said in her prayer: "0 CauSE, Gob of
Shimon my ancestor, who set in his hand a sword to avenge
the foreigners who defiled and revealed the nakedness of
Dinah their sister, and You set their wives to captivity and
their daughters and all their possessions to plunder by the
hand of YOUR servants who were zealous in zeal for You!
Account, please, for me, CAUSE my GoOD, per YOUR great
mercy, for all YOUR paths are righteousness, and YOUR
judgments are greatly deep.® And gaze, please, upon the
camp of this evil enemy, that mocks the camps of Gop, as
You saw the camp of Egypt as they, armed, pursued after
Israel Your people and Your inheritance, those that trusted in
their chariots and their horses and their great strength, and
You looked down at their camps and You panicked them
with dark places. The abysses covered them, they went into
the depths like a stone® in the mighty waters.? Like them, o
CAusE my Gob, should be all those who trust in their
strength,® and in riders and in cavalry® and in arrows and
in bow, and boast of their spears. They do not know nor
understand that® You are the CAUSE our Gob, the CAUSE, a
warrior, arousing zeal, shouting, even roaring, upon THEIR
enemies, victorious.*® Bare YOUR mighty right arm and
shatter, in YOUR mighty fire, the nations that do not know
YOUR, and the kingdoms that do not call by YOurR name,”
those who said "Let us inherit Gop's pleasant places,® to
come to the Temple and defile YOUR holy Palace and snap
the horn of YOuR altar!”

80 Psalm 36:7
81 Exodus 15:5
82 Exodus 15:10
83 Psalm49:7
84 Ezekiel 26:7
85 lsaiah 44:18
86 lsaiah 42:13
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Please, CAUSE! Do it for YOUR sake if not for ours.*” Let their
sword hit their own heart, their bows be shattered!” And to
this evil stressing foe, Eliforni the king, go forth to him, bend
him down;"" and let him be caught in the trap of his eyes to
love me, and make him fall ill with the sickness of desire for
me. And grant my soul strength to reject him, and in my
hand the might and power to destroy him. Let the wicked
fall into their nets, until | alone pass through.” And let this
me a remembrance of YOUR great name, that You will sell
him, CAUSE my Go, into the hand of a woman.” And You,
Cause, do not value horsepower,” and forever hate the
arrogant kingdom. The plea of the poor You hear, the cry of
the needy You listen and save.” Grace me and hear my
prayer, and give ear to my plea, do not disregard my tears!”
And grant a word in my mouth and counsel in my heart for
establishing YOUR holy Temple, so that all the nations will
know that You are the living Gob and there is no god but
You.

And when Judith finished praying to the CAUSE this prayer
and petition, she stood from the place where she had bowed
down to the CaAUsE, from bending on her knees and her
palms spread to heaven.” And she called her maid and
came to her palatial house, and removed her widow's
clothes™ and sackcloth from upon her. And she washed her
body and rubbed herself with oil of myrrh and braided the
braids of her hair and set a crown on her head. And she wore
expensive gilt clothes and engraved jewelry and crescents
and earrings and rings. And she beautified herself with all
women's cosmetics and her twenty-four ornaments,” and

89  From the Avinu Malkenu litany
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Arreference to a midrash of the twenty-four ornaments of a bride, also found in Midrash Tanhuma Ki Tisa 16:2



